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Bradysia agrestis Sasakawa (Diptera: Sciaridae) infesting cultivated Japanese bunching onion

Mitsuhiro SASAKAWA*
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Abstract : Severe damage by Bradysia agrestis Sasakawa occurred recently on the cultivated

Japanese bunching onion in Kyoto Prefecture, Japan. The scientific name of this pest is not

synonymous with B. difformis Frey: see Appendix.
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Appendix

Menzel et al. (2003) synonymized Bradysia agrestis
Sasakawa with B. difformis Frey, known from the Hol-
arctic and Neotropical Regions. However, the following
morphological characters between them confirm that
agrestis is not synonymous with difformis: agrestis is
much smaller (body length in male is 1.2-1.3 mm in
agrestis, while in difformis 1.8-21 mm), stem of vein M
is longer than its fork (in difformis stem 0.7-1.0 as long
as fork), and the gonostyle is provided subapically with
more number of curved spines (6-8; while in difformis
57).



