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(Chinese milk vetch=Astragalus sinicus L.) as a soiling crop.
CI) The relationship between the harvesting time and the chemical
composition of “Renge”
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Fig 1. Composition of Renge hay at various stages.
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STAGES OF FLOWERING.
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Résumé

Renge (Chinese milk vetch: Astragalus sinicus L.) is chief autumn seeding crops
as a forage of green manure in Japan. The writers studied on the relation between
the harvesting time and the chemical composition of Renge. The summary of results
obteined are as follows:

(1) In this experiment, the flowers of Renge is begining to bloom at the end of
April, and in full bloom at the middle of May. During this period, the very slight
variation of water, crude fat, nitrogenfree extract and crude ash content were
observed, but the decrease in crude protein and the increase in crude fiber observed
in propotion to the growth. Moreover, the decrease and increase of both content
were specially remarkable after stage of bloom (Figure 1),

(2) The nutrient yield per #subo (3.3 sq. m.) reached the maximum at the
stage of full bloom, and afterward only the crude fiber increased (Figure 2). Its
seems, therefore, that the best harvesting time is the stage of full bloom or immedi-

ately before.



