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Table 1. List of characters examined

Character No.

Character description

Rachis length (in cm).--(A)

1
2 Number of spikelets per panicle-..(B)
3 Number of primary rachis-branches per panicle.-.(C)
4 Number of secondary rachis-branches per panicle---(D)
5 Total length of primary rachis-branches (in cm)---(E)
6 Total length of secondary rachis-branches (in cm)---(F)
7 Number of spikelets on primary rachis-branches excluding spikelets on secondary rachis-
branches-.-(G)
Number of spikelets on secondary rachis-branches.--(H)
9 Average length of primary rachis-branches (in cm)
10 Average length of secondary rachis-branches (in cm)
11 Total length of primary plus secondary rachis-branches
12 Spikelets setting density--.(B/A)
13 Spikelets setting density on rachis-branches..-(B/(E+F))
14 Spikelets setting density on primary rachis-branches---(G/E)
15 Spikelets setting density on secondary rachis-branches..-(H/F)
16 Number of spikelets per primary rachis-branch..-(G/C)
17 Number of spikelets per secondary rachis-branch---(H/D)
18 Ratio of number of spikelets on secondary rachis-branches to that of spikelets on primary
rachis-branches..-(H/G)
19 Ratio of total length of secondary rachis-branches to that of primary rachis-branches...(F/E)
20

Ratio of total length of primary plus secondary rachis-branches to rachis length...((E4-F)/A)
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Summary

In order to investigate morphological variations of
rice panicle, varietal variations among six varieties
and intra-plant variations among panicles within a
plant were examined for twenty characters concerned
in panicle shape.

The degree of varietal variation in number of
spikelets per panicle was considerably larger than
that of rachis length. This varietal variation in
number of spikelets per panicle was contributed
largely by the difference in number of secondary
rachis-branches per panicle. The varietal variations
for average lengths of primary and secondary

rachis-branches were fairly small, and the variations

for numbers of spikelets per primary and secondary
rachis-branches and spikelets setting densities on
the both branches were also small. Spikelets
setting density on secondary rachis-branches was
about three times larger than the density on
primary rachis-branches.

The varietal variations for the intra-plant variations
were considerably small in many characters. However,
the degrees of intra-plant variations varied largely
due to the differences in characters and the intra-
plant variations of characters concerned in secondary
rachis-branches were generally larger than the

variations of characters concerned in primary ones.



