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s@° “You have torn your dress,” said Mason. Miss Hofmann surveyed
her drapery. “ Where, if you please?” “There, in front.” And Mason
poked out his walking-stick, and inserted it into the injured fold of
muslin. There was a certain unexpected violence in the movement
which attracted Miss Hofmann’s attention. (VI)
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Y O Qo e84 59:0° While Hubert’s answer lingered on his lips,
the door opened and Nora came in. Her errand was to demand the use
of Roger’s watch-key, her own having mysteriously vanished. She had
begun to take out her pins and had muffled herself for this excursion
in a merino dressing-gown of sombre blue. Her hair was gathered
for the night into a single massive coil, which had been loosened by
the rapidity of her flight along the passage. Roger’s key proved a
complete misfit, so that she had recourse to Hubert’s. It hung on the
watch-chain which depended from his waistcoat, and some rather in-
timate fumbling was needed to adjust it to Nora’s diminutive time-
piece. It worked admirably, and she stood looking at him with a little

smile of caution as it creaked on the pivot. (V)
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1) 032° Scholastica had left all things in their old places, but Benv-
olio, for the present, never went into the room. He turned the key in
the door, and kept it in his waistcoot pocket, where, while he wus
with the Countess, his fingers fumbled with it.
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